
Barriera are delighted to present a solo exhibition 
by Agnieszka Polska, titled I Call your Name, which 
addresses the pressing environmental issues that 
questions our individual responsibility to society. 
In her works Agnieszka Polska combines animated 
photographs and filmed sequences. She blends her 
visual with acoustic choices mixing them together 
to maximize her impact of viewers perception. Her 
intention is to take her audience on hallucinatory 
journey that combines historical references with 
her poetic sense for interpretation, creating cata-
strophic atmosphere on the cosmic scale.

I call your name is an exhibition consisting of a new 
sound installation The Happiest Thought, present-
ed alongside several photo-based works. The title 
of the work stems from Einstein revelation in 1907 
while pondering the complexities on the nature of 
gravity. Einstein later refers to this moment where 
he finally begins to understand the properties as-
sociated with the concept of weightlessness as his 
Happiest Thought. It is a poetic sound essay explor-
ing the Earth’s biosphere as it was before the Per-
mian-Triassic extinction event. This is the longest 
mass extinction in the Earth’s history, where up to 
90% of the planet’s vegetation died out. The reasons 
for the calamitous event, which happened 250 million 
of years ago, are still remaining a mystery. There is 
a growing consensus from paleontologists and geol-
ogists, that it could be a result of a feedback-loop set 
of events related to the increased volcano activity 
and rising level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 
In the installation, which bears some resemblance 
to a hypnosis session, the viewer is invited to ex-
perience the atmosphere of the forest and be sur-
rounded by sounds and simple visual elements. 

Based on a work commissioned by the Berliner 
Festspiele / Immersion / The New Infinity in copro-
duction with the Planetarium Hamburg. Funded by 
Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and 
the Media of Germany

During the opening the catalogue of the show will be 
presented. The publication is a CCN studio graph-
ic project and hosts a text written by the curator 
Sergey Kantsedal

Agnieszka Polska was born 1985 in Lublin, Poland. 
She lives and works in Krakow, PL, and Berlin. 
The artist positions her computer-generated media 
works in an intricate relationship between language, 
science and history using them to focus on the individ-
ual and social responsibility. She attempts to describe 
the overwhelming ethical ambiguity of our time by po-
etic means and the relationship between an individual 
and their surroundings. These melancholic journeys 
might depart from the laws of quantum mechanics, 
the female mouth or an imperfect and fragile artefact, 
and soon reach the horror of catastrophes on a cosmic 
scale. Many of her works examine various processes of 
influence, legitimation or exclusion in the fields of lan-
guage, consciousness and history. In order to describe 
these processes, Polska deliberately uses visual and 
acoustic stimuli to affect the viewer’s brain.
Agnieszka Polska was the 2017 winner of the Prize of 
the Nationalgalerie in Germany, and a part of the main 
show of the 57th Venice biennale, curated by Chris-
tine Macel. Her latest solo shows include The Demon’s 
Brain, Hamburger Bahnhof Museum, Berlin; Little 
Planet, Overduin & c.o., Los Angeles; Cuckoo, Kasia 
Michalski Gallery, Warsaw. Her latest group shows in-
clude Low form, MAXXI, Rome and Athens Biennale.
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